WHEELER COUNTY
STAGE ONE
BURN BAN

ORDER PROHIBITING OR RESTRICTING OUTDOOR BURNING

STATE OF TEXAS §
§
COUNTY OF WHEELER §
WHEREAS, the Commissioners’ Court of Wheeler County finds that circumstances present in all

or part of the unincorporated area of Wheeler County create a public safety hazard that would be
exacerbated by outdoor burning;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Commissioners” Court of Wheeler County that all outdoor
burning is prohibited in the unincorporated area of the county for ninety (90) days from the date of
adoption of this Order, unless the restrictions are terminated earlier based on a determination made
the Texas Forest Service of this Court. This Order is adopted pursuant to the Local Government
Code Section 352.081, and other applicable statutes. This Order does not prohibit outdoor burning
activities related to public health and safety that are authorized by the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality for:

1. Firefighter training;
9. Planting or harvesting of agricultural crops;

3. Burns that are conducted by a prescribed burn manager certified under Section 153.048,
Natural resources Code, and meet the standards of Section 153.047, Natural Resources

Code;

4. Public utlity, natural gas pipeline or mining operations;

Welding is allowed by commercial/professional welders under the following guidelines
only:

a. A potter is required for each welder, each cutter, cach grinder or for any activity that
causes or may cause a spark.

b. A diameter across the welding area shall be a minimum of 25 feet and clear of
vegetation, if possible, and kept wet. The welding diameter must be three (3) imes
the height of the actual welding. Example: if welding 1s occurring ten (10) feet off the

ground, a diameter of thirty (30) feet must be protected.
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¢. A minimum of 200 gallons of pressured water must be available on site.

d. Each welding vehicle must have at least one (1) fully charged ten pound (10 Ib.) Class
ABC chemical fire extinguisher on site.

e. Ifthe work area cannot be cleared of vegetation, proper precautionary measures must
be taken. Example: protecting brush, etc., by utilizing fire resistant tarps.

f. Each site will have cellular telephone communications for emergency responsc.

g. Welding in an enclosed area is acceptable.

This Order prohibits all outdoor burning during “Elevated Fire Weather” and “Red Flag Warnings”
for Wheeler County issued by the National Weather Service in Amarillo.

In accordance with Local Government Code Section 352.081(h), a violation of this Order is a Class
G msdemcanor pmusbab]e by a fine not to exceed $500.00.

ADOPTED the 2 7"' da\ of July, 2026, by a vote of 4 ayes and 0 nays and effective this day.

@MM

_ Chalone S. Hefley
County Clerk, Wheeler County, Texas County Judge, Wheeler (ountv lc\as
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